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Wardens, My Lord Mayor Locum Tenens, My Lords, AttorneyGeneral, Alderman, Sheriff, Ladies and Gentlemen
Welcome to these very splendid surroundings of the Egyptian Room at the Mansion House; it is a
very great privilege for our Company to be dining here and we gratefully thank the Rt Hon the Lord
Mayor for allowing us the use of these superb premises. We regret that he is unable to be our guest
this evening, being absent abroad representing UK plc; we wish him well in his endeavours.
It is a great honour for me, as Master of this Company, to propose the Civic Toast but, before I do so,
permit me to say a few words.
In saying that, I promise not to emulate a certain foreign Ambassador to the Court of St James hosting
a large Reception at his Embassy and opening his speech of welcome (until the conclusion of which
no-one can eat or drink anything) by reassuring the audience that he had only two points to make.
After 42 minutes, His Excellency uttered the magic word ..... “secondly”.
The central focus of my year in office will be that 2012 is the year in which the Company receives its
Royal Charter which will formally be presented, on behalf of Her Majesty The Queen, by a member of
th
the Royal Family at Plaisterers’ Hall on 14 May.
I am very pleased to report that the ‘scrivening’ of the Charter is complete and the actual document,
hand-painted on three sheets of vellum, was collected from the College of Arms last Thursday and
immediately delivered to the Privy Council Office for proof-reading against the officially-approved
printed text prior to being sent to the Crown Office for affixing of the Great Seal upon which the
Charter will become legally effective.
The Charter provides that the Company has two overlapping and complementary Objects, one broadly
covering its role as an association of practitioners of any and all forms of private dispute resolution
(“PDR”), the other covering its role as a Livery Company of the City of London.
In relation to PDR, I am particularly proud that our Objects expressly provide that we welcome all
relevant practitioners and our recent intake of new members certainly covers a wide range of practice
and disciplines; as the role, scope and breadth of PDR has expanded, so has the Company.
I am also very proud that the Charter provides for the Company to have a strong focus on education
and, in that regard, recent initiatives including financial literacy projects in London schools, the
outstandingly successful Mediation Skills Competition and the Willem C Vis International Commercial
Arbitration Moot are particularly satisfying. I am confident that my successors in office will develop
these (and other) initiatives to the point where the Company and its members can make significant
contributions in all such areas.

Given these and other PDR-related ambitions of the Company, in my mind I only ever had one
possible choice as Principal Guest and I am very grateful indeed to the Rt Hon the Lord Woolf of
Barnes for graciously accepting my invitation.
Lord Woolf, thank you.
The Charter also provides that the Company shall exercise the role of a Livery Company within the
traditions of the City of London and, in particular, shall support the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs and the
Aldermen.
That role takes on many different forms, including, for example, our participation in City and Livery
institutions such as the Lord Mayor’s Show, the Financial Services Group of Livery Companies and
CityUK.
The role of the Lord Mayor is not always fully understood by the media or the world at large and this
Company has played and will continue to play its part in supporting successive Lord Mayors whose
tireless work in promoting UK plc has not always been fully recognised.
The Lord Mayor, Alderman David Wootton, is a greatly-valued supporter and promoter of arbitration
and other PDR. I can personally attest to his awareness that he is responsible for promoting not only
London arbitration but also Scottish arbitration. He is presently engaged on a 4-country visit to the
Middle East and I note with great personal interest that he will visit Việt Nam later this year.
While we might be inclined to feel some mild disappointment that the Lord Mayor cannot be our guest
this evening, we are very privileged indeed to welcome, as Lord Mayor Locum Tenens, Alderman the
Rt Hon Lord Levene of Portsoken KBE, whose track record in tirelessly promoting the City and UK plc
is the equal of any, whether in his various roles in Government, in his several highly-distinguished
business capacities, particularly as Chairman of Lloyds (Insurance Market), and in his year of
outstanding service as Lord Mayor, in 1998-99.
My Lord Mayor Locum Tenens, Alderman Lord Levene – it is a great pleasure and privilege for us that
you can be the Company’s guest this evening
Philanthropy and Corporate Social Responsibility is at the heart of the Lord Mayor’s and the City of
London Corporation’s vision for the City and, each year, the Lord Mayor runs a charitable Appeal.
The present Lord Mayor’s chosen appeal theme is ‘Fit for the Future’; this aims to promote better
health opportunities for all, including those from some of the UK’s most deprived areas. His Appeal
will help five charities – the primary one being Barts and The London Charity on behalf of the Trauma
Unit at The Royal London Hospital. The Rowing Foundation, London Youth Rowing, Fields in Trust
and Futures for Kids will also benefit, creating a healthier future for all. The money raised through the
appeal will touch the lives of many by helping to improve trauma care, helping to relieve poverty and
hardship and by giving young people from deprived areas new sporting opportunities
In a more modest fashion than “Fit for the Future”, I am proud to confirm this Company’s wholehearted
support of City Charities and institutions and PDR causes through its own Charitable Trust and, while
our charitable endeavours may form only a part of the £40+ million raised annually by the City and the
Livery, work is under way to boost our contribution. In this regard, I am very pleased to invite the Lord
Mayor Locum Tenens to accept a donation by the Company and its Charitable Trust to the Lord
Mayor’s Appeal, “Fit For The Future”.
It is my very great honour to propose the Civic Toast; may I ask all persons present to be upstanding

The Lord Mayor, the City of London Corporation and the Sheriffs
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Final Address With Carriages
I am also most grateful to my Learned Clerk, Gaye Duffy and her team, to our chaplain, the Rev
George Bush, to Mr Jimmy James (our Beadle) and to our Toastmaster, Ken Tappenden MBE, and, in
particular, to all the staff here at Mansion House for their efforts in making this evening a special and

enjoyable one for us all. They have made us very welcome and given us a wonderful evening and I
am sure you will agree and join me in thanking them all.

With very best wishes

Hew R Dundas
Master, Worshipful Company of Arbitrators
Chartered Arbitrator DipICArb CEDR-Accredited Mediator
International Arbitrator, Mediator and Expert Determiner

